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General Meeting &                              
Welcome to Serbia Guests 

 

Tuesday, September 19
th

  

6:00—8:30 PM—Note time change 

Where:  Meet Me on 33
rd

.                               
    1565 East 3300 South 

Dinner:  Savory and sweet crepes prepared by 
Dali Crepes. They are delicious & huge! A steal 
for $5. 

Cost:  $5 per member.  Members can pay when 
they arrive. 

Agenda: Welcome to guests from Serbia. Father 
Milan Dragovic, pastor of the Serbian Orthodox 
Church will extend a special welcome to the Serbian 
delegates 

 

7:00 PM     Social Media and                 
      Current World Affairs 

             Professor Tim Chambless 

     Professor Chambliss is an Associate Professor 
in the Political Science Department at the University 
of Utah. He is a prolific speaker for University and 
Community Events and is frequently quoted in news 
articles dealing with world and state affairs. 

     Tim and his wife, Cathy, participated in the first 
Utah Friendship Force exchange which took place 
in May of 1979.  It was a ten day trip to Maracaibo, 
Venezuela during which time he represented the 
Mayor of Salt Lake City. Since the 1990s, he has 
met frequently with visiting delegations from foreign 
countries that have been invited to Salt Lake City by 
the Utah Council for Citizens Diplomacy.  

Part of Tim’s presentation will be responding to 
questions we might have regarding current world 
affairs. 

 

“Autumn… 

the year's last, loveliest smile."  

                 William Cullen Bryant 

**************** 

 

“There’s something about                

autumn that wakes up our                 

senses and reminds us to live.” 

    Unknown 

www.friendshipforce.org          www.friendshipforceofutah.org         August - September, 2017 
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FF-Utah - President’s Message 

  

     I want to begin with a heart felt thank you to the Bressler’s for hosting a lovely 
summer party at their home.  It was great to see so many of our members, not a 
table was empty. 

We have another chance to come together.  This time for our general meeting on 
Tuesday, September 19th.  Our meeting coincides with the arrival of six delegates 
from Serbia.  They and their interpreter are part of an Open World program. They 
will be with us for a week. Elsewhere in the newsletter is the program agenda for 
that week.  Their hosts are Lee Flynn, Dana Hughes, Ron and Polly Toth, Judy and 
Rick Cohen, Cosette Joesten, and Margret and Doug Ingraham. 

Our September meeting will be held at a different location this time.  It will be at 
“Meet Me at 33rd” located on 1565 East 3300 South.  Please come and welcome 
our guests from Serbia. 

                                       Judy Cohen 

Summer Adventures for Club Members were Successful! 

The Music Man in Murray Park 

     On July 28, a group of Friendship Force members, friends, and family members spent a warm, summer 

night under the stars at the newly renovated Murray Amphitheater.  They were part of a lively audience who 

enjoyed a performance of Meredith Wilson’s, The Music Man, sponsored by Murray City Cultural Arts Pro-

gram.  Ryder Mason, the ten year old grandson of our Friendship Force Club member, Kathleen Mason, 

stared in the role of “Winthrop.”                                                                                                    

                Kathleen Mason      

      
August Picnic  

Hosted by Nona & Don Bressler 
       

     Forty plus members attended the August 15th picnic 

hosted by the Bresslers in their backyard.  The food 

brought by those attending was yummy and Nona’s gar-

den flowers were beautiful.  The weather cooperated 

giving us a cool evening in which to enjoy sharing our 

friendship.  
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About our Club  

   Club meetings are held the third Tuesday of January, 

March, May, July, September and November.  Location 

may vary depending on the month.  November meeting 

will be held at 2001 South State Street, SLC. Use the 

East entrance at the north end of South Building where 

free parking is available. If the door is locked, go to the 

North building, sign in and get directions to the Atrium.    

              Social, 6:30 PM; Meeting, 7 PM 

 

2016 Officers & Board Members  

President — Judy Cohen  

UtahFriendshipForce@gmail.com  

judycohen@XMISSION.com  

Vice-Pres Programs — Kathleen Mason  

kcmason1@msn.com  

Secretary — Nona Bressler  

nonabressler@gmail.com 

Treasurer — Doug Ingraham  

ingrahamboes@gmail.com  

Social Chair — Betsy Heath  

elizabethsaltlak@aol.com  

Membership Chair —Jennifer Allred  

AllredJennifer@gmail.com  

Historian — Lotti Wann  

lottiw@gmail.com  

Alternate Social Events — Susan Hilton  

susanehilton@gmail.com  

Past President — Margret Boes-Ingraham  

ingrahamboes@gmail.com  

Newsletter Editor—Dana Hughes  

dana92141@comcast.net  

Calendar of Events 

2017 

Open World Leadership Visits 

  Serbia Professionals—Sept 15-23 

Fall Activities  

October 21—10 AM Board Meeting 

     Home of Nona Bressler,  Members welcome 

November 3-5 —Moab Folk Festival                          

        Moab, Utah   

November 21—6—8:30 PM General Meeting 

Salt Lake Co Government Complex                              

2100 S & State St, South Bldg. 

Megan Mason will play the violin for us. 

December 13—Holiday Party, 6-8:30 PM 

Bandits Bar & Grill                                                     

3176 E 6200 S, Murray 

2018 

January 15, 2018 6—8:30 PM General Meeting  

Salt Lake Co Government Complex                              

2100 S & State St, South Bldg. 

Margret Boes-Ingraham & Ginny Coombs will share their 

photos & experiences at the 2017 Friendship Force In-

ternational Conference in Manchester, England 

International Journeys 

Incoming  

     Norderstedt, Germany, April or May, 2018              

  

Outgoing  

     Schwerin, Germany, July, 2018 

Thanks Xmission 

mailto:AllredJennifer@gmail.com
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Membership –Jennifer Allred 

     We still have openings for the Moab Folk Festi-
val on November 3rd thru the 5th.  We have sixteen 
members signed up and room for two more. We will 
be staying at the cabins at Pack Creek Ranch just 
outside of Moab for two nights. Contact Jennifer at 
801-467-1478 if you are ready to enjoy a weekend 
of music and friendship in the foothills of the La Sal 
Mtns. 

     My son visited the village in Denmark where his 
great grandfather had lived in the 1800's and wrote 
back the following quote which reminds us of the 
value we provide when guests come to see Utah: 

"I'm using Airbnb to stay in family rooms and 
guest houses while I'm in Denmark and it's re-
minded me how great it is to meet a host and 
have them help and welcome you to the town. 
My host last night invited me to lunch, went 
around town translating for me, and introduced 
me to useful locals.  It made such a difference 
and meant a lot to me.  I even got invited to be a 
guest speaker at the English class in the local 
school!" 

 

New members 

Sandy Siiter heard about us from a passenger on 
the same plane going to Minnesota with her.  She 
then sent in a request to National and was referred 
down the line to us. 

Sandy moved here from Minnesota forty years ago 
when her husband was transferred.  She got her 
teaching degrees here and has taught in elemen-
tary schools in several districts (first grade).  She 
loves to golf and travel.  (Surprise!)  Sandy winters 
in Arizona in Green Valley which is south of Tuc-
son. 

Donna Paulson is another new member. She hails 
from New Jersey, and has spent time in the Denver 
area before coming to Utah.   She volunteers at 
Red Butte Gardens  and loves to hike and cross-
country ski.  She is also a quilter and loves good 
films.  Donna retired in 2015 from the University of 
Utah  where she was a nurse.  She also served in 
the Army Nurse Corps in  the Vietnam War. Like 
the rest of us she loves to travel!  She is ready, will-
ing and able to assist us in our Serbian visit.   

                                          Jennifer 

nifer 

 

 

 

Treasurer ‘s Report— Doug Ingraham 

   Balance in Checking account is $2960.80.      

Holiday Party 

SAVE the DATE 

Wednesday,  

December 13, 2017 

6 PM 

Bandits Bar & Grill 

3176 East 6200 South  

Murray, Utah 

  

Cabin at Pack Creek Ranch, Moab, Utah 

tel:(801)%20467-1478
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Our Visitors from Belgrade Serbia 

 

Marina Markovic – Head of Public Diplomacy Office – Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) 

 Marina is responsible for the digital output of the MFA.  Her goal is to expand her knowledge 
of social media and the use of specific platforms.   

Marija Boskovic – Media Advisor for the Protector of Citizens.  Her goal is to improve her skills 
and expand her knowledge about social media so she may better perform her job as media 
advisor.  . 

Jelena Parezanivic – PR Advisor to the Minister assisting the Ministry of Public Administration 
and Local Government.  Her goal is to learn new methods and modern ways to upgrade 
modes of communication.  . 

Kristina Radovic – Editor in the Press – General Secretariat of the President.  Her goal is to 
find a better way to communicate quickly, effectively, and accurately between the govern-
ment and the public through social media.   

Namaja Pantic – Head of Media and Communication Department – Ministry of Interior Cabinet 
of the Minister.  His goal is to gain knowledge that would be relevant to the promotion of the 
Ministry and its outreach to citizens who are active on social networks.   

Vladimir Tosic is the facilitator for the group.  He is the Digital Outreach Coordinator at the 
U.S. Embassy in Belgrade.  As such, he manages U.S. Government online presence in Ser-
bia.   
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     Daily Activities For The Delegates From Serbia 

Friday, September 15
th

 to Friday, September 23
rd 

Program Theme:  E-Governance or Use of Social Media in Government 

 

9/15 – Friday   7:40   The delegates arrive on Delta flight 677 from Washington D. C.   

 Hosts and members welcome them. 

 

9/16 – Saturday  

10:00 - 11:30   The delegates take a bus tour of the city on US Bus 

12:00 – Lunch 

1:00 – 5:30   Hosts take the delegates shopping.  Possibly at City Creek Mall, Willmar, Costco.  It will                     
          depend on individual delegate’s shopping needs. 

5:45   Arrive at the Little America Hotel coffee shop for dinner and welcome from Nona Bressler. 

 

9/17 – Sunday   9:00 – 11:30  

9:00 – 11:30   The delegates will tour the grounds of Temple Square and attend a performance of the Mormon  
  Tabernacle Choir. 

12:00   Lunch 

1:30 – 4:00   Travel to Snowbird Ski Resort for hiking and the Oktoberfest 

 The evening is reserved for hosted dinners by club members. 

 

9/18 – Monday    

9:00 to 10:45 Meet at the SLC Main Library’s Tech Center where the coordinator, Gwen Page will introduce the  
  delegates to the data bases available through the library. 

11:00 – 12:00   Ellen Reddick will introduce the private social network “Nextdoor.com”. 

 Ellen is a businesswoman whose area of professional interest is to use technology effectively. 

12:00 Lunch 

2:00 – 3:00   A proposed visit with one of our U.S. senators or representatives.  Meetings have been requested but 
 not yet confirmed. 

Evening  - Dinner with host family. 

7:30 – 9:00  Cultural Event  - The delegates and club members are invited to attend a choral performance at the 
  Cathedral of the Madeleine where a new composition “Bridges” will premier. 
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Serbian Daily Activities (continued) 

9/19 Tuesday  

9:00 – 11:00  Delegates travel to the SLC Public Safety Building where they will learn how the police      
 department uses social media to communicate with the public. 

12:00   Lunch 

2:00 – 3:00   Delegates travel to Salt Lake County Government Complex to meet with the county recorder,  
 Sherrie Swenson, to learn about electronic voting. 

6:00 – 9:00   Welcome party at Meet Me at 33rd on 1565 East 3300 South.  Dali Crepes will provide both  
 savory and sweet crepes.  The cost for members is $5.00 and can be paid at the time of  arrival.     
 Professor Tim Chambless will talk to the club members and delegates about the role of social media 
 in government communication with citizens. 

 Father Milan Drogavic, pastor of the Serbian Orthodox church, St. Michael Archangel, has been     
 invited and will welcome the delegates. 

 

9/20 Wednesday 

10:00 – 11:30   Delegates will meet with SLC Councilman Charlie Luke.  Councilman Luke will talk   
  about how he and his staff use social media to communicate with constituents. 

11:30   Lunch 

2:00 – 4:00   A meeting with The American Red Cross has been proposed but as of August 26th not    
 confirmed.  The purpose of the meeting would be to discuss the use of social media by The American 
 Red Cross to disseminate critically needed information during emergencies and natural disasters. 

 An alternative activity would be to take the delegates to the Family Search and Genealogical Library 
 on West Temple where the delegates will learn about the technology used to contribute to a site. 

Evening – Dinner at a local restaurant  

7—8:30   Tour of the Natural History Museum of Utah  

 

9/21 Thursday 

10:00 – 11:00   Meet with the director of the Center of Creativity and Innovation at the Marriot Library on the 
  University of Utah campus and tour the library’s Digital Lab. 

11:00   Lunch on the campus 

Afternoon  - Our new member Tika Beard is working on a tour of the KUED Television station and a  
  meeting with the station’s social media director. 

Evening – Delegates and the planning committee will meet at Jennifer Allred’s home for a light dinner and 
  discussion about the week’s program. 
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Serbian Daily Activities (continued) 

9/22 Friday 

Capitol Hill 

9:00 – 11:00   The chief of the Utah Department of Public Safety will discuss how the department used  
 social media in emergency management and their on-line services. 

11:10 – 12:00   Delegates will meet with representatives of the Utah Department of Technology Services for 
an open discussion about Utah’s expanding use of voice-controlled technology such as “Seri”. 

12:00   Lunch at the capitol or at a local restaurant 

2:00 – 4:00   Utah Department of Transportation  The social media coordinator for UDOT will explain how 
 they communicate with the public through social media. 

Evening – Dinner with host family and preparation for departure. 

 

9/23 Saturday  

 Delegates depart at 2:48 on Delta flight 056.  Host families take their guest to the Salt Lake         
 International Airport and bid them farewell. 

Five Interesting Facts about Serbia 

1. Surnames 
Most of Serbian last names end on „ić“. This suffix can be compared with Irish prefix „O’“, Nordic suffix 
„son“ or „dotir“, Hingarian „fi“, Bulgarian „ev/a“ or „ov/a“, Turkish „oglu“ and can be translated as „the off-
spring“, and is a genuine Serbian patronymic. Hence, Serbian last names remain always the same both for 
sons and daughters. 

2. Hospitality 
It is not only our proverb – according to the international polls, Serbs are statistically the most hospitable na-
tion in the world. This custom is highly implemented  

3. Raspberry 
Serbia is the largest exporter of raspberry in the world – almost 95% of raspberries sold in the world originate 
from Serbia. Not only that, but Serbia used to be the largest exporter of plums and prunes; and its potential is 
coming back to life in the past several years. It is estimated that by 2017 Serbia will be the leader in plum, 
apple and pear export in Europe. 

4.. Clocks 
The Serbian clock-making industry is even older than the world-famous Swiss one. The Serbs had their own 
clock 600 years before the Swiss did. 

5. Ancient Belgrade 
Belgrade is one of the oldest cities in Europe, with excavations confirming that the settlements continuously 

existed here for at least 7000 years. Not far from Belgrade center, at the outskirts of the city, one can find 

remnants of two of the most prominent cultures in Bronze Age – Vinča and Starčevo cultures. These cities 

were pioneers in trade throughout Europe and Middle East, and their potential was in trade with vulcanic 

glass – obsidian. 

 

http://www.serbiaincoming.com/destination/belgrade/
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FAST FACTS 

FRIENDSHIP FORCE INTERNATIONAL   

     Friendship Force is a non-profit cultural     
organization focused on promoting understand-
ing, cultural education and citizen diplomacy 
across barriers that separate people.  Home 
hosting, the heart of Friendship Force, provides 
the visitors from different countries and cultures 
with the opportunity to connect on a personal 
level.  

     Friendship Force International was           
organized in 1977 with the assistance of    
President Jimmy Carter and his wife Roslyn.  
The organization is based in more than 60 
countries and in six continents, with 15,000 ac-
tive members and over 300 Journeys taking 
place each year. 

     Utah Governor Scott Matheson announced 
the formation of Friendship Force of Utah in 
September 1978.  Our first Journey was to Mar-
acaibo, Venezuela.  We have been active since 
this time with 48 incoming journeys and 44 out-
going cultural journeys. 

    

 

Facts About Belgrade Serbia 

1. Belgrade is located in Serbia, on the confluence 

of the rivers Sava and Danube, the place where 

Balkan Peninsula meets the Central European 

Panonian plain. The terrain in the Balkan part is 

hilly, while the Panonian parts (New Belgrade, 

Borča…) are flat (except for Zemun). 

2. The official language is Serbian (Srpski), a 

Southern Slavic language similar to Serbo-

Croatian, Croatian, Slovenian, Macedonian and 

Bulgarian. The official alphabets are Cyrillic and 

Latin.  

3. The official currency of the country is the Serbi-

an Dinar (RSD). However, sometimes Euros 

and US Dollars are accepted too, unofficially. 

Some Serbs tend to calculate values in Euros, 

due to the unstable Dinar currency. 

       Dinar coins: 1, 2, 5, 10, 20 

       Dinar bills: 10, 20, 50, 100, 200,                                   

       500, 1000, 500 

4. The urban area officially has 1,154,589 inhabit-

ants, and the metropolitan area has 1,639,121. 

Unofficially it is estimated that there are over 2 

million inhabitants, due to a large number of Ro-

ma population and a large number of temporary 

residents (living in Belgrade but officially in-

scribed in their home towns). Around 4 million 

people commute through Belgrade every day. 

5. Visitors are Traditionally Greeted with a Spoon-
ful of Slatko. This thin fruit and rose petal pre-
serve, its name meaning “sweet”, is a used tra-
ditionally to greet guests in a Serbian home. 
When the guest arrives they are given a spoon-
ful of slatko and a cup of water. Also, if you are 
invited to visit someone’s home, it is polite to 
bring something sweet even if you are only vis-
iting for a short time. 

 
6.   Serbia has the Highest Number of Refugees in     
Europe. According to data from 2011 from the Commis-
sariat for Refugees, more than 700,000 people from terri-
tories affected by war in former Yugoslavia have sought 
shelter in Serbia. In fact, refugees make up nearly 10% of 
the entire population of the country. 

 

GLOBE TROTTERS                                         

Where have you been?   

     FF-Utah members let us know about your travels 

with FF groups and other international travels and 

we will put this in the next newsletter. Recent travels 

that we know about include the following:  

Margret Boes-Ingraham & Jennie Combs 

FF International Conference: Manchester, England 

E-mail information to  

dana92141@comast.net.   

Please put travel in the subject line.  

http://belgrademyway.com/sava/
http://belgrademyway.com/danube/
http://belgrademyway.com/novi-beograd/
http://belgrademyway.com/zemun-old-town/
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Photos FF– Utah Summer Picnic in Liberty Park June 26, 2017 
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Photos from Summer Social Hosted by the Bressler Family  


